
2016 ISSF RULE INTERPRETATIONS AND 
GUIDELINES 

Athletes, coaches, team officials and judges are invited to study and apply the 
following new ISSF Rule Interpretations and Guidelines that are in effect 
immediately.  The Rule Interpretations issued by the ISSF in March 2015 also 
remain in effect.  All of these interpretations are being incorporated into the 
proposed 2017-2020 ISSF Rules. 

Music During Competitions.  As part of an effort to improve the overall 
quality of Shooting sports presentation, the ISSF Executive Committee 
decided (September 2015 meeting) that music will be played during all Finals, 
starting with the 2016 World Cups and Olympic Games.  This decision also 
provides for playing music during Qualification competitions whenever this is 
possible.  The ISSF has established a music playlist with music approved by 
the ISSF Athletes Committee.  Music has been used during 2016 World Cup 
Finals.  Sports presentation plans for the Rio2016 Olympic Games call for 
playing music during both Qualification and Finals competitions. 

Safe Procedure for Going Forward of Firing Line (Rule 6.2.2.7).  
Sometimes it is necessary for a Jury member, Range Officer or Technical 
Officer to go forward of the firing line to fix a target or technical equipment 
during training, competition or a Final.  However, no one should ever go 
forward of a firing line where athletes with guns are present without 
authorization from the Chief Range Officer (CRO).  Anyone who needs to go 
forward of the firing line must first request authorization from the CRO.  The 
CRO must then command STOP…UNLOAD…INSERT SAFETY FLAGS.  
After confirming that all guns have safety flags inserted, the CRO may 
authorize this person to go forward of the firing line.  After they return, the 
CRO will instruct athletes on the firing line to TAKE YOUR POSITIONS and 
give appropriate commands to restart firing. 

Irregularities in Finals Shoot-Offs or Malfunction Refires/Completions 
(Rule 6.17).  Attention is called to the March 2015 ISSF Rule Interpretation 
that provided instructions for proper Jury and Range Officer actions when the 
wrong athlete(s) attempt(s) to load or fire during a shoot-off or malfunction 
refire/completion.  This sometimes occurs because language and acoustical 
problems make it difficult for athletes to understand Range Officer commands 
during irregular situations.  Rule 6.17.1.12 j) does not apply because a shoot-
off or malfunction refire/completion is not a regular “series or single shot…”  
The following guidelines must be applied: 



2016 ISSF Rule Interpretations 
May 2016, page 2 

 
 

	

1. If a shoot-off or malfunction refire/completion is displayed on the 
scoreboard and announced by the CRO, the RO and Jury members 
must closely observe that the correct athlete(s) is/are loading and that 
no one else is loading. 

2. If an athlete who is not involved in the shoot-off or malfunction 
refire/completion attempts to load, an RO or Jury member must go to 
that athlete as quickly as possible to tell them not to load. 

3. If an athlete who should not be firing cannot be stopped and fires a 
shot, the correct procedure is to annul that shot.  There is no penalty 
for this inadvertent mistake. 

Weights on Rifles (Rules 7.4.2.6 and 7.4.5 c).  These rules describe how 
and where weights may be attached to rifles.  When weights are attached to 
rifles, they must be permanently attached.  Weights may not be taped to rifles. 

Pistol Boxes on Firing Points (Rules 6.11.10 and 8.6.3).  There is a conflict 
in these rules regarding whether athletes may place their pistol boxes on their 
firing points during Elimination or Qualification competitions.  Rule 6.11.10 c) 
states that “adding gun cases or boxes to the bench” is not permitted.  Rule 
8.6.3 specifically states that during Elimination or Qualification “Athletes may 
place pistol support stands or boxes on the bench or table…provided the total 
height of the bench or table plus the box does not exceed 1.00 m.”  Rule 8.6.3 
further states that pistol transport boxes may not be used during Finals.  The 
following interpretation clarifies this conflict and applies regarding pistol 
transport boxes and support stands: 

1. During Pistol Elimination or Qualification competitions, either a pistol 
transport box or a pistol support stand may be placed on the table or 
bench, provided the total height of the box or support stand and bench 
does not exceed 1.00 m. 

2. During Pistol Finals, pistol transport boxes may not be placed on the 
table or bench, but a pistol support stand may be placed on the table or 
bench, provided the total height of the box or support stand and bench 
does not exceed 1.00 m. 

Shotgun Ammunition Testing (Rule 9.4.3.2.).  The ISSF Executive 
Committee (September 2015 meeting) approved a new Shotgun cartridge 
inspection procedure.  The following detailed cartridge inspection procedure is 
now being applied in all ISSF Championships: 

 During Qualification, the athletes to be tested are selected by a 
computer draw.  15-20 percent of the athletes participating in an event 
will be selected for shotshell testing. 

 During Finals, all finalists must be tested.  Finalists will be asked to 
place all cartridges that they take to the Final in separate containers.  If 
additional cartridges are brought to an athlete during a Final, samples 
from those cartridges must also be selected for testing. 
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 To facilitate the testing of finalists, the reporting time is 30 minutes 
before the Final start time.  All shotshell testing must be completed 
before the presentation.  If a finalist is disqualified, the Final will take 
place with five finalists according to Rule 9.16.7. 

 For each athlete to be tested, two sets of samples will be taken.  
Separate envelopes with labels will be used.  Two (2) cartridges will be 
placed in one envelope and four (4) cartridges will be placed in the 
other envelope.  Both envelopes must be sealed.   

 Each envelope with two (2) cartridges must be checked.  The testing 
scale (minimum two decimals) must be recalibrated with a government-
certified 24.5 g check weight before testing and immediately after each 
test of an overweight shot charge.  

o If both cartridges are legal, no further action will be taken and 
the second envelope will be returned or given to the Organizing 
Committee.   

o If one cartridge weighs 25.0 g or more, the athlete must be 
disqualified. 

o If both cartridges weigh 24.6 g – 24.9 g, the athlete must be 
disqualified.  

o If one of the two cartridges weighs 24.6 g - 24.9 g, the four 
cartridges in the second envelope must also be tested.  If one of 
those cartridges weighs 24.6 or more, the athlete must be 
disqualified.   

 The Equipment Control Jury or Competition Jury must supervise the 
testing.  Testing is open and coaches or other persons may witness the 
testing.  Witnessing the testing of the first sample is optional, but if the 
second envelope is to be tested, a coach or team official must be 
notified and invited to witness the second test. 

 An illegal cartridge is one that contains more than 24.5 g of shot 
(9.4.3.1, a)).  A scale reading of 24.6 g or more confirms an illegal 
cartridge (A scale reading of 24.599 is still 24.5).  If two or more 
cartridges in the samples taken from an athlete are illegal, 
disqualification is automatic according to 9.4.3.2 c).  If an appeal of a 
disqualification is submitted to the Jury of Appeal, the Jury of Appeal 
must decide if the test was performed correctly, but it may not repeat 
the test or take additional samples (6.7.9.4). 


